
Beyond the curriculum: 

DRAMA 

www.marlingsixthform.org   @Marling6th  01453 762251 

We Rocked You! 
Students at Marling School are proud to show off their        

musical and theatrical talents. Last year they joined SHS girls 

to put on a fabulous performance of ‘We Will Rock You’. As 

they explain here, it was a great experience for all involved,  

whether on stage or off. 

‘I auditioned for We Will Rock You with relatively low expectations, 
partially because I doubted my ability, but I also thought it would be 
more likely that the lead roles would go to those who had been at 
Marling/SHS since Year 7, whereas I had only recently joined Year 
12. When the cast list was announced I was ecstatic to find that I 
had been chosen for the lead role of Galileo.                                     
We worked hard in rehearsals, but at the same time they were   
really fun and created some of my fondest memories of the last 6 
months. By the time the performances came around, everyone  
involved was prepared and tried their hardest and really pulled it 
off with one of  the most incredible opening nights I've ever        
witnessed.  Auditioning for We Will Rock You turned out to be one 
of the best decisions I've ever made and I will be eternally grateful 
to everyone involved from the leads, chorus, teachers, band,    
backstage crew, lighting and sound for helping to make it such an 
incredible experience.’                                                  Henry Snowball   

Henry Snowball with his co-lead Naomi Spiers 

‘When I embarked on the project of directing all the music for We 
Will Rock You, I didn’t realise it would teach me so much. Looking 
back, the experience instilled so many valuable skills in me that I 
would not have gained otherwise. It provided me with experience 
of production management – highly valued in the world of theatre 
– and also allowed me to demonstrate wider skills and abilities 
that will form an important part of my written references . Extra-
curricular activities, such as Drama, are not only exciting to do, 
they are also vital to help you get ahead in the world of work and 
university applications.’                     Henry Linton, Musical Director 

‘Playing the role of Pop          
resonated strongly with my 
interests in writing and          
performing humour. The play 
gave opportunities to so many 
students in acting, singing, 
dancing, playing in the band, 
makeup, lighting and stage 
management. The reception 
from our audiences on the 
nerve-wracking days of the  
actual performances was      
incredible with even my       
grandparents, who tend to be 
quite mellow in response to 
most things, singing its praises 
on their way out of the hall. All 
in all the production was a   
fantastic experience and 
brought together students from 
many age groups in a fun and 
engaging performance that will 
stick in our hearts for years to 
come.’                      Alfred Taylor                                               Alfred Taylor as Pop 

‘The opportunity to be a stage 
manager opened up my eyes to 
the world of theatre beyond the 
on-stage performance. I was in 
charge of everything that       
happened behind the curtains 
and with no staff backstage it 
certainly tested my management 
skills. I was able to co-ordinate a 
backstage team of students to 
help with the operation of scene 
changes: moving set on and off, 
operating a smoke machine and 
making sure the curtains opened 
and closed at the right moments 
- vital elements that all come 
together to make a huge differ-
ence to the production.   
My favourite aspect was working 
with the actors to ensure they 
were in the correct places at  

the right time, sorting any 
small problems they had with 
props and more, which was 
usually seconds before they 
were needed on stage. I had 
never been given the           
opportunity to be a stage 
manager before, and at the 
beginning I was worried that it 
wouldn’t be as fulfilling as 
being on stage. But after this             
experience, I am motivated to 
get involved with productions 
backstage again, as I loved the 
unpredictability of each night 
and the satisfaction of      
pleasing the audience and 
actors. It was an opportunity 
I’ll never forget.’                    
 
Lucy Cole, Stage Manager 


